
Beaufort Book Club Schedule, 2019/2020  
 
 

All meetings are the 3rd Thursday of each month in the Beaufort Branch Library Meeting Room at 5:30. 

Please contact Brendagael Beasley-Forrest if you have any questions. (843) 255-6436 or bbeasley@bcgov.net  
 

 

SEPTEMBER 19 

 

  

 
Facilitated by 

Beaufort County Lib. 
Bookmobile Librarian 

Amanda Brewer,  
& Brendagael  

Beasley-Forrest 
 

 

Book Woman of Troublesome Creek / Kim Richardson           2019, 308 pages 
 

In 1936, tucked deep into the woods of Troublesome Creek, Kentucky, blue-skinned 19-
year-old Cussy Carter, the last living female of the rare Blue People ancestry, has just 
snuffed out her last courting candle, her last chance for 'respectability' and a marriage bed. 
The lonely young Appalachian woman joins the historical Pack Horse Library Project of 
Kentucky and becomes a librarian, riding across slippery creek beds and up treacherous 
mountains on her faithful mule to deliver books and other reading material to the impov-
erished hill people of Eastern Kentucky. Along her dangerous route, Cussy, known to the 
mountain folk as Bluet, confronts those suspicious of her damselfly-blue skin and the gov-
ernment's new book program. She befriends hardscrabble and complex fellow Kentuckians 
and is fiercely determined to bring comfort and joy, instill literacy, and give those who have 
nothing a bookly respite.     

Amazon  4.7   Good Reads  4.25  
 

**This author will speak at the Lowcountry Book Club Convention Sep. 28 @ TCL** 
 

   11  books  ; 1 audio CD ; Cloud Library eBook and audiobook ; Hoopla eBook and audiobook 
 

Packhorse Librarians / 20th century / Historical Fiction / Appalachian Kentucky   

OCTOBER 17 

 

  
 

Discussion led by 

Sylvia Bailey 

 

Becoming / Michelle Obama           2018, 426 pages 
 

Becoming Me – Becoming Us – Becoming More… In a life filled with meaning and 
accomplishment, Michelle Obama has emerged as one of the most iconic and 
compelling women of our era. As First Lady of the United States of America, she helped 
create the most welcoming and inclusive White House in history. With unerring 
honesty and lively wit, she describes her triumphs and her disappointments, both 
public and private. A deeply personal reckoning of a woman of soul and substance who 
has steadily defied expectations.  

           Oprah’s Book Club                      Amazon  4.9   Good Reads  4.61  

 

121  books ; 15 large print books 25 audio CDs ; Cloud Library eBook & audiobook 
 

 Memoir / African American Women Lawyers / President’s Spouses 
 

 

NOVEMBER 21 
 

   
 

 

 Discussion Leader: 

Janet McCauley 

 

 

 

The Tubman Command / Elizabeth Cobbs          2019, 326 pages 
 

It's May 1863. Outgeneraled and outgunned, a demoralized Union Army has pulled 
back with massive losses at the Battle of Chancellorsville. Fort Sumter, hated 
symbol of the Rebellion, taunts the American navy with its artillery and underwater 
mines. In Beaufort, South Carolina, one very special woman, code-named Moses, 
is hatching a spectacular plan. Hunted by Confederates, revered by slaves, Harriet 
Tubman plots an expedition behind enemy lines to liberate hundreds of bondsmen 
and recruit them as soldiers. A bounty on her head, she has given up husband and 
home for the noblest cause: a nation of, by, and for the people.  

Amazon  3.9   Good Reads  3.94     

 

16  books ; 1 audio CD ; Hoopla eBook 
 
 

Combahee River (S.C.) / Harriet Tubman / Civil War History / Underground RR 
Biographical and Historical Fiction 

 

This would be a good tie-in with Beaufort’s Tubman/Reconstruction project;  

also with the film “Harriet”, in theaters November 1st, 2019, already getting Oscar buzz.  

 

mailto:bbeasley@bcgov.net


 

JANUARY 16 

 

 
 

13 books, 

Cloud Library eBook 

 

 Brendagael will lead 

our Discussion 

   

 

Songs of America : patriotism, protest, and the music that made a nation /   

Jon Meacham & Tim McGraw        2019, 310 pages 
 

From "The Star Spangled Banner" to "Born in the U.S.A.," Jon Meacham and Tim 
McGraw take us on a journey through the eras and the music that helped to shape  
a nation. Meacham writes a celebration of the history and songs of the eras, and 

McGraw reflects on these songs as an artist and performer. Beginning with the battle 
hymns of the Revolution, and taking us through songs from the defining events of the 
Civil War, the two World Wars, the Great Depression, the Civil Rights movement, the 
Vietnam War, into the twenty-first century, Meacham and McGraw explore the songs 

that defined generations and the cultural and political climates that made them.  
The songs of America remind us where we've been, who we are—and what we can be.  

   Amazon  4.4   Good Reads  4.08  
 

Patriotic Music—United States—History & Criticism / Protest Songs 
Social & Political Aspects of American Music / Nonfiction 

 
 

FEBRUARY 20 
 

     

 

The author will 

present her book 

 

Trouble the Water /  Rebecca Dwight Bruff (local author)        2019, 340 pages  

 

Inspired by the life of an unsung American hero and slave, Trouble the 
Water navigates the rich tributaries of courage, betrayal, and redemption. 
In his inspiring journey, Robert Smalls witnesses great privilege and suf-
fering alongside his owner's daughter and the dangerous son of a firebrand 
secessionist. At the age of twelve, he's sent to work in Charleston, where he 
loads ships and learns to pilot a cotton steamer. When the Civil War erupts 
and his cotton steamer becomes a confederate warship, Robert seizes the 
opportunity to pursue freedom for himself and the people he loves. 

Amazon  4.9   Good Reads  4.67 
   

Civil War History, Beaufort & Charleston, SC / Slaves, Freedmen / Historical Fiction        

  

                      
 

MARCH 19 

 

   
 

 

The author will be here 

to present her book. 

Many of you have read 

her Lowcountry fiction 

-- this is her 1st foray 

into historical fiction. 

 

Biographical, 
Romance, & 

Historical Fiction   

 
 

 

 

Becoming Mrs. Lewis: The Improbable Love Story of Joy Davidman and  

C.S. Lewis / Patti Callahan                      2018, 406 pages  

 

When poet and writer Joy Davidman began writing letters to C. S. Lewis, 
known as Jack, she was looking for spiritual answers, not love. Love, after 
all, wasn't holding together her crumbling marriage. Everything about New 
Yorker Joy seemed ill-matched for an Oxford don and the beloved writer of 
Narnia, yet their minds bonded over their letters. Embarking on the 
adventure of her life, Joy traveled from America to England and back again, 
facing heartbreak and poverty, discovering friendship and faith, and against 
all odds, finding a love that even the threat of death couldn't destroy. In this 
masterful exploration of one of the greatest love stories of modern times, we 
meet a brilliant writer, a fiercely independent mother, and a passionate 
woman who changed the life of this respected author and inspired books that 
still enchant us and change us. Joy lived at a time when women weren't 
meant to have a voice--and yet her love for Jack gave them both voices they 
didn't know they had.                  
 

Man-woman relationships / English Authors / Letter Writing / Ossining, NY   

Oxford, England                    Amazon  3.9   Good Reads  3.73  
   

45  books; 10 large print books ; 2 audio CDs ; Cloud Library MP3 audiobook ; Hoopla Audiobook  

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APRIL 16 
 

  
 
 

Discussion Leader: 

Beth Haverfield 

 
 

 

The Nickel Boys / Colson Whitehead               2019, 213 pages 
 

 

In this bravura follow-up to The Underground Railroad, Colson Whitehead 
brilliantly dramatizes another strand of American history through the story 
of two boys sentenced to a hellish reform school in the black enclave of 
Frenchtown in segregated Tallahassee, Florida.  Formed in the crucible of 
the evils Jim Crow wrought, the boys' fates will be determined by what they 
endured at the Nickel Academy. 

 

29  books ; 4 Large Print books; 4 audio CDs                 Amazon  4.5   Good Reads  4.41      
 
 

Racism / Tallahassee, Florida / African American Teenage Boys / Abuse of Administrative Power 
Reformatories / Historical and Coming of Age Fiction 

 
 
 
 

 

MAY 21 

 

   
 

Debbie Fleming will 

lead our Discussion. 
 

Single Women   
Social Isolation   

 Intergenerational 
Relations   

Friendships 

 

 

Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine / Gail Honeyman        2017, 327 pages 
 

No one's ever told Eleanor that life should be better than fine. Meet Eleanor 
Oliphant: She struggles with appropriate social skills and tends to say exactly 
what she's thinking. Nothing is missing in her carefully timetabled life of 
avoiding social interactions, where weekends are punctuated by frozen 
pizza, vodka, and phone chats with Mummy. But everything changes when 
Eleanor meets Raymond, the bumbling and deeply unhygienic IT guy from 
her office. When she and Raymond together save Sammy, an elderly gentle-
man who has fallen on the sidewalk, the three become the kinds of friends 
who rescue one another from the lives of isolation they have each been living. 
And it is Raymond's big heart that will ultimately help Eleanor find the way 
to repair her own profoundly damaged one.  

Amazon  4.6   Good Reads  4.32     
 

40  books ; 7 large print books; 6 Audio CDs ; Cloud Library eBook 
 

 
Computer Technicians / Glasgow, Scotland  
Genres:  Psychological and Contemporary Fiction, Love Stories  

    
 

 

JUNE 18 

 

 
 

 

Local Historian,  

Dr. Larry Rowland, 

Distiniguished 

Professor Emeritus,  

will present the book. 
 

 

 

The life and letters of Kate Gleason / Janis F. Gleason       2010, 143 pages 
 

Susan B. Anthony called her the ideal business woman of whom she had dreamed 50 
years earlier. Playwright Eugene O'Neill saw her as the symbol of greed and emascu-
lating ambition. Kate Gleason, groundbreaking 19th-century industrialist, mechanical 
engineer, and real estate developer, was her own best invention. The truth of her dy-
namic life, in all of its complexity, is revealed in Janis Gleason's biography of this 
legendary American woman. A native of Rochester NY, Ms. Gleason fell in love with 
Beaufort and invested in its beautiful landscapes (she owned Dataw). Upon her death 
in 1933, the land along the Beaufort River where Beaufort Memorial Hospital now 
stands was bequeathed to the people of Beaufort County for the purpose of building a 
hospital and an adjacent, riverside park. The Kate Gleason Park is on the Beaufort 
River behind Beaufort Memorial Hospital.  

 

Women Engineers / Businesswomen / Biography /  
Real Estate Developer, Beaufort, SC           

 

 7  books—only at Beaufort County Lib System 
  

Amazon  4.8   Good Reads  3.4     


